
L5-4 Problem Solving Card Deck 2.OA.1 
 

Teacher Directions: Copy cards on card stock, cut and laminate for durability. 

Part 1:  Use the problem type cards, story problem cards and the diagrams.   

1. Have students match the story problems and the diagrams. 
2. Have students sort the story problems into the types.   
3. Have students discuss the common features of the problems for each problem type.  Sample questions might 

include: 
• What do you notice about the story problems that you grouped together?   
• Are there words that made you put that problem in this group? 
• How are the diagrams in each group similar?  

4. Have students discuss how the problems differ.  Sample questions might include: 
• What words in the problem helped you decide what the unknown might be? 
• If there were no numbers on the diagram, are there other clues that helped you know the diagram is a 

match for this problem?  
5. For a 2-step problem, have students identify 2 other problems that remind them of the 2-step problem.  Have 

them explain why those problems are similar. 

Part 2:  Use the equation cards with the other cards. 

1. Have students match the equations to the story problems and diagrams. 
2. Have students discuss how they knew the equations matched. 
3. Have students sort the cards within a group based on the unknown location. 
4. Have students share other possible equations that could be used. 
5. Have students discuss how they know the equations and diagrams represent the situation. 
6. For the 2-step problems, ask students if the steps could be done in a different order or if different equations 

could be used. 
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Putting Together/Taking Apart 

Adding To 

Taking From 

Comparison 

2 or More Steps 
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34 Cheerleaders at the 
competition wore gold bows.  

Some others wore green bows. 
If 58 cheerleaders were at the 
competition, how many wore 

green bows?   

There are 46 butterflies in the 
garden. Some more fly in and 
now there are 63 butterflies.  

How many butterflies flew into 
the garden?   

Melissa had some crayons. She 
bought 24 more crayons and  
now she has 57 crayons. How 

many crayons did she start 
with?  

  

Cameron had $54 in his bank.  
He spent some money and  
now he has $33 in his bank. 

How much money did 
Cameron spend?  

78 people were at the zoo. 14 
people left. How many people 

remained at the zoo?  

Quentin has 49 cookies. He 
wants to put them into 2  

different baskets with at least  
12 cookies in each. How could 
the cookies be sorted into the 

2 baskets?  



L5-4 Problem Solving Card Deck 2.OA.1 

Greg bought 28 Clown Loaches 
and 15 Angelfish for his  

aquarium. How many fish did 
Greg buy?  

Steve Kerr earned 2 
championship rings with the  

San Antonio Spurs and 3 rings 
with the Chicago Bulls. How  

many championship rings does 
he have in all?  

Tyler’s paper airplane flew 34 
feet. Marcel’s airplane 28 feet.  
How much further did Tyler’s 

plane travel than Marcel’s 
plane?  

Kayla found 7 seashells at the 
beach. She put some in each of 
her pockets. How many could 

be in each pocket?  

Some bears were in a cave. 5 
more came to the cave and  
now there are 9. How many  
bears were in the cave at the 

beginning?  

Kareem has 8 baseball cards 
and 12 football cards. How  

many more football cards does  
Kareem have than baseball 

cards?  
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Sarah had 7 dolls. She got 
some more for her birthday. If 

she has 11 dolls now, how 
many did she get for her 

birthday?  

Danny had 16 video games. He 
bought 9 more at a garage  

sale. How many video games 
does Danny have now?  

Kyle had some Pokemon cards.  
He lost 6 of them in a battle 

and now he has 8. How many 
cards did Kyle have to start?  

Sally and Diane each earned 
money babysitting. Sally  

earned $26 more than Diane. If  
Diane earned $44, how much 

did Sally earn?  

Julie got a box of candy from 
her father. She ate 7 candies 
and 34 were left. How many 
candies were in the box to 

start with?  

Carl and Jack measured their 
height in inches. Carl is 46  
inches tall. Jack is 8 inches  
shorter. How tall is Jack?  
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The baseball team went out for 
ice cream. 6 more players 
ordered chocolate than  

strawberry ice cream. If 4  
players ordered strawberry, 
how many players ordered 

chocolate?  

Rosa picked 8 flowers. She put  
5 in a glass vase and the rest in 

a metal vase. How many  
flowers did she put in the 

metal vase?  

Kristen has 9 picture books and 
some drawing books. She has 6 

fewer drawing books than 
picture books. How many 

drawing books does she have?  

Gabriel earned $6 for cleaning 
his garage. He then earned $5 

more for cutting the grass.  
How much did Gabriel earn?  

Sam had 12 Matchbox cars. He 
gave 3 to his brother. How 
many cars does Sam have 

now?  

Colleen collected 17 pebbles at 
the park. She lost some on the 
way home and now she has 9 
pebbles. How many pebbles 

did Colleen lose?  
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Emma sorted her 56 seashells 
into 3 groups. She had 13 
conch shells and 21 clam 

shells.  How many were snail 
shells?  

Dante and Matt found bottle 
caps.  Dante found 8 more 

caps than Matt.  If Dante found 
22 bottle caps, how many caps 

did they find altogether? 

Adrian and Jose counted trucks 
while their parents drove on 
the highway.  Adrian counted 

34 trucks.  Then 11 more 
trucks passed by.  This was 5 

fewer than Jose counted.  How 
many trucks did Jose count?   

Rita and Lisa painted pictures 
for the art show.  Rita painted 
6 more pictures than Lisa.  If 
Lisa painted 18 pictures, how 
many pictures did they paint 

altogether? 

Mindy sorted her books into 3 
groups.  She had 19 mysteries, 

11 fairy tales, and 4 
biographies.  Then her sister 

gave her some more 
mysteries.  If she had 39 books 
altogether, how many books 

did her sister give her?  

Renee and Martin went 
shopping.  Renee bought 24 

pencils and 8 erasers.  Martin 
bought 4 fewer pencils but 2 

more erasers than Renee.  
How many items did Martin 

buy? 
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34 + ? = 58  46 + ? = 63  

? + 24 = 57  $54 - ? = $33  

78 – 14 = ?  

49 - ? = ?  
or  

? + ? = 49  
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28 + 15 = ?  ? + 5 = 9  

34 – 28 = ? or  

28 + ? = 34  
8 + ? = 12  

2 + 3 = ?  7 = ? + ?  
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7 + ? = 11  ? – 7 = 34  

? – 6 = 8  46 – 8 = ?  

16 + 9 = ?  ? = $44 + $26  
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? = 4 + 6  

8 – 5 = ? or  

5 + ? = 8  

9 - ? = 6  $6 + $5 = ?  

12 – 3 = ?  17 – ? = 9  
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56 – 13 – 21 = ? 
22 – 8 = ? 

 
? + 22 = ? 

34 + 11 = ? 
 

? + 5 = ? 

18 + 6 = ? 
 

? + 18 = ? 

19 + 11 + 4 + ? = 39 

24 – 4 = ? 
8 + 2 = ? 

 
? + ? = ? 

 


